
SARASOTA COUNTY • FLORIDA  •  PROFILE

Locate Your Business Where You Want to LIVE!



“I came to Sarasota County on vacation and didn’t  
 want to leave – so, I moved my business here.”

Locate Your Business Where
You Want to LIVE! SARASOTA COUNTY, FLORIDA
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We hear it all the time from executives and entrepreneurs: 
“I came to Sarasota County on vacation and didn’t want to 
leave – so I moved my business here.”

Nationally recognized as an idyllic vacation spot with world-
class arts and culture, Sarasota County also attracts a new 
breed of business decision-maker: energetic entrepreneurs 
who want to LIVE where they work.

research and education facil it ies,  high educational 
attainment and a regional workforce of more than 350,000. 

A modern infrastructure and moderate taxes contribute 
to the low cost of doing business here. What’s more, the 
community is increasingly recognized as a leader in innovative 
environmental management and sustainable living.

Sarasota County is situated on Florida’s south western 
coast, 60 miles south of Tampa Bay. Blessed with inspiring 
natural beauty and an appealing climate, this coastal 
paradise is one of the Southeast’s most dynamic business 
centers.

Sarasota County offers many of the attributes necessary for 
success in the global economy: superior schools, significant 

In today’s technology environment, you can work from 
almost anywhere. Why not locate your business where 
you really want to live?
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Sarasota County is located in the middle of Florida’s western 
coast near the northern edge of the subtropics, 60 miles south 
of Tampa Bay. Sarasota County enjoys Florida’s proximity to 
the Caribbean, Central and South American markets, and the 
Panama Canal gateway to the Pacific Rim. Four international 
airports and two of Florida’s deepwater seaports are within a 
90-minute drive.

One of Florida’s 67 counties, Sarasota County includes the 
municipalities of Sarasota, Venice, Longboat Key and North 
Port. The City of Sarasota, often proclaimed the “arts capital” 
of Florida, is the county seat. Venice is an island city on the 
coast. The southern half of Longboat Key, a barrier island, lies 
in Sarasota County. North Port, which has the largest population 
in the county, dominates Sarasota County’s southern landscape. 
Incorporating 75 square miles, it is Florida’s third-largest city 
based on acreage.

Sarasota County is included in the North Port-Bradenton-
Sarasota metro area.
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Sarasota County - At the Center
of Regional Collaboration
Economic development, transportation and workforce education 
are the focus of regional collaboration. Sarasota County is a 
member of the Tampa Bay Partnership, a regional economic 
development organization that also includes Citrus, Hernando, 
Hillsborough, Manatee, Pasco, Pinellas and Polk counties. 
Sarasota County is part of Florida's High Tech Corridor, a 
21-county alliance that focuses on technology research at 
Florida universities and major corporations. Sarasota County is 
uniquely positioned as part of two regions. Sarasota County also 
collaborates with neighbors to the south  including Charlotte, 
Lee, Glades and Collier counties.

www.edcsarasotacounty.com

Connecting Your Business to Regional 
Assets from Tampa Bay to Southwest Florida
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Population
Sarasota County has a population of more than 390,000 full-
time residents with an interesting mix of business owners, 
working families and young-at-heart retirees. From January 
through April, sun-seekers from the Northeast and Midwest 
join international tourists at the county’s beaches, golf courses 
and attractions.

For details on population, demographics and other useful facts and 
figures, please refer to our Fast Facts publication available online 
at www.edcsarasotacounty.com.

Sarasota County, Florida
27.3361° N, 82.5308° W
Latitude/Longitude

The North Port-Bradenton-
Sarasota region ranks second 
among the nation's largest 
100 metro areas for economic 
performance.
Brookings Institute, 2012



Office Space
Class A, B, and C office space is available throughout Sarasota 
County. Downtown Sarasota has space in high-rise towers, as 
well as street-level storefronts. Work downstairs/live upstairs 
properties with a European flair have emerged. The downtown 
Venice office market is dominated by Mediterranean style 
single-level and low-rise office space. North Port is the area’s 
fastest growing community and offers a wide range of locations 
for all types of businesses.

Business Parks
Sarasota County’s business parks offer a variety of existing 
conveniently located, leasable space. Combinations of office, 
warehouse, distribution, light manufacturing and flex space 
are available. Several technology-capable commerce parks 
have attracted top employers to the area. Verizon Smart 
Parks in Sarasota County include Cattleridge Business 
Center, Gateway to Sarasota, Kane Plaza, Lakewood Ranch 
Corporate Park, North Port Park of Commerce, Palmer Park 
of Commerce, and Sarasota City Center.

For Site Selection,
We've Got You Covered

Special Districts
Sustainable Energy Economic District (SEED) - Sarasota 
County Government offers incentives to qualified businesses 
locating in a Sustainable Energy Economic District.  The pilot 
program, one of two in Florida, seeks to encourage renewable 
electric energy generation, manufacture of products that 
contribute to energy conservation and green jobs, and other 
activities related to energy efficiency and land use planning.

Enterprise Zone - The Enterprise Zone is slightly more than 
two square miles and is located north of downtown Sarasota. 
Businesses located within the designated zone may qualify 
for certain financial incentives, including job tax credits 
for employing residents of the zone, sales tax refunds on 
business equipment, sales tax refunds on building materials, 
property tax credit and the potential for sales tax exemptions 
on electrical energy.

HUBZone - The federal Small Business Association's 
(SBA) HUBZone Empowerment Contracting program 
provides federal contracting opportunities for qualified 
small businesses located in distressed areas. Small 
firms participating in the program can receive competitive 
advantages in winning federal contracts. Three percent of all 
federal contracting dollars should be awarded to HUBZone 
firms annually. 

The City of Sarasota HUBZone boundaries include the 
Sarasota Enterprise Zone and an area south to Mound Street 
and west to Sarasota Bay. For information on how to qualify 
and to determine if a location is within the HUBZone, visit the 
SBA website. www.sba.gov/hubzone/ Your Site Selection Concierge

The EDC provides powerful tools and custom consultation 
for companies researching available business locations 
in Sarasota County. With the cooperation of the Sarasota 
Association of Realtors, Commercial and Investment Division, 
the EDC offers a comprehensive and updated database of 
available properties. This online market research tool ties 
geographic and demographic information to help you pinpoint 
potential locations in proximity to customers or employees.

Explore for yourself, or ask the EDC for a guided tour
www.sarasotacountyprospector.com.

Notable Private Employers

Aso LLC

Boar's Head Provisions Co. Inc.

CAE Healthcare (formerly METI)

Cumberland Advisors

Direct Energy Services

FCCI Insurance Group Inc.

Focus Hospitality Services LLC

Global Financial Advisory

Global Organics

Gold Coast Eagle Distributing LLC

GPS Industries

Harmar Access LLC

Hoveround Corporation

Intertape Polymer Group

JCI Jones Chemical Inc.

KHS America Inc.

King Plastic Corporation

L-3 Communication Aviation Recorders Inc.

MyUS.com

Ned Davis Research

Octex LLC

Pac Tec

PGT Industries Inc.

Roper Industries Inc.

Scott Paint Company

Shared Services Center

Sun Hydraulics Corporation

Tervis

United Natural Foods Inc.

Universal North America Inc.

Vertex Inc.

Voalte

VWA Capgemini Inc.

World Precision Instruments Inc.

Zenith National Insurance Company
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BioFlorida
Sarasota County is accelerating the growth of its biotech 
/ life science cluster.  A Sarasota-Bradenton Chapter of 
BioFlorida was created in early 2014 and has become the 
fastest growing chapter in the State. BioFlorida's member 
driven initiatives provide a strong business climate for the 
advancement of innovative products in the biotechnology, 
pharmaceuticals, medical devices and bioagriculture 
sectors with employment of nearly 84,000 Floridians.



Sarasota County’s low property tax millage rate – one of the lowest 
in the state – amplifies the significant personal and corporate tax 
advantages provided by Florida. This is just one factor placing the 
state among the best U.S. locations for doing business, according 
to a CEO survey conducted by Chief Executive magazine in 2011.

•  No state personal income tax
•  No annual franchise tax on stock or equity
•  No tax on inventory or goods-in-transit
•  No state level ad valorem tax
•  5.5 percent corporate income tax rate, with $5,000   
    exemption
•  S corporations exempt from Florida corporate income tax
•  No sales and use tax on labor component of qualified 
    research and development
•  Sales and use tax exemptions on machinery and equipment 
    used by a new or expanded manufacturing facility
•  Sales and use tax exemptions for electricity use in the 
    manufacturing process

Local Taxes
Ad Valorem - The millage rate (dollars per $1,000 of value) in 
unincorporated Sarasota County was 13.5287 in 2013. The county 
general revenue millage rate of 3.1276 accounted for about 23 
percent of that total. The majority of the balance is earmarked 
for the school board. Municipalities within Sarasota County levy 
additional millage as follows:

City of North Port   3.4474
City of Sarasota    3.5817
City of Venice    3.3020
Longboat Key    2.1320

Non-Ad Valorem - Rates for non-ad valorem assessments 
differ depending on a variety of factors related to the property, 
including its location.

A Tax Climate
Made for Business
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Electrical Power - Florida Power & Light Company is the largest 
electric utility in Florida and one of the largest rate-regulated 
utilities in the United States. FPL serves 4.6 million customer 
accounts in Florida and is a leading employer in the state with 
approximately 10,000 employees. The company consistently 
outperforms national averages for service reliability while its 
typical customer bills are 25 percent below the national average.

In addition, FPL offers an economic development rider for 
commercial and industrial businesses that provides significant 
savings above and beyond the company’s very competitive 
electric rates.  Businesses wishing to take advantage of the rider 
will be required to add a minimum of 350 kilowatt demand of 
new electric load and create at least 25 new jobs per 350 kilowatt 
demand of added load.  Companies receive declining discounts 
on their standard base energy and demand charges over four 
years; the discount increases to five years if the company moves 
into a vacant, existing building.   These savings help offset the 
costs of starting up, expanding or moving their operations to 
Sarasota County.  Find details at www.PoweringFlorida.com or 
inquire via email to PoweringFlorida@fpl.com.

A clean energy leader, FPL has one of the lowest emissions 
profiles and one of the leading energy efficiency programs 
among utilities nationwide. FPL is a subsidiary of Juno Beach, 
Fla.-based NextEra Energy, Inc. (NYSE: NEE). For more 
information, visit www.FPL.com.

Natural Gas - Peoples Gas is Florida’s leading provider of natural 
gas with more than 350,000 customers statewide. A subsidiary 
of TECO Energy, an energy holding company headquartered in 
Tampa, Peoples Gas has served residential, commercial and 
industrial customers in Sarasota County for more than 30 years. 
The Gulfstream Natural Gas Pipeline opened in 2002, boosting 
the reliability of the supply chain and increasing natural gas 
transmission capacity into Florida. The pipeline runs along 
the bottom of the Gulf of Mexico from Alabama to just south of 
Tampa. Peoples Gas promotes incentive-based conservation and 
operational efficiency programs.

Water - Sarasota County draws water from several sources, 
including its own well fields and supplies purchased from 
Manatee County and the Peace River/Manasota Regional 
Water Supply Authority. Sarasota County Utilities’ monthly 
utility rates are among some of the lowest in the region.

Utility Cost & Quality
a Competitive Advantage

Sarasota County has the third lowest property 
tax millage rate among Florida's counties.

Florida Association of Counties, 2012

www.edcsarasotacounty.com

U.S. CFOs rank Florida among the nation's 
most tax-competitive states.

Alvarez & Marsal, 2012



Port Manatee
Port Manatee is located approximately 14 miles north of the 
Sarasota Bradenton International Airport near the Manatee-
Hillsborough county line. It is one of Florida’s largest ports 
and the closest U.S. deepwater seaport to the Panama 
Canal. The port offers more than 1 million square feet of 
public warehouse and office space, featuring refrigerated and 
freezer space. Port Manatee is Foreign Trade Zone No. 169 
and offers importers, exporters and manufacturers the ability 
to defer, reduce or eliminate duties on goods. 
www.portmanatee.com

Port of Tampa Bay
The largest port in Florida and the 10th largest in the nation, 
the Port of Tampa is located an hour’s drive north of Sarasota 
County. The port accommodates half of Florida’s cargo in the 
form of bulk, break bulk, ro-ro, refrigerator and container. 
The port is also one of the top shipbuilding and repair centers 
in the Southeast and a major cruise home port. The Port of 
Tampa is Foreign Trade Zone No. 79.  www.tampaport.com

Airports
More than 1 million business and leisure passengers annually 
make national and international connections through 
Sarasota Bradenton International Airport (SRQ). 

Sarasota Bradenton International is a safe, friendly, efficient 
aviation gateway with a distinctive regional flavor providing 
domestic and international connectivity to the entire world 
through the hubs of Air Canada, Delta Air Lines, Jet Blue,  
United Airlines and US Airways. To meet increasing demand 
in the corporate jet market and fractional ownership fleets 
at SRQ, the airport is served by three state-of-the-art, fixed-
base operators. Venice Municipal Airport, in the heart of that 
island city, serves general aviation and offers charter and air 
taxi. Tampa International Airport, St. Petersburg-Clearwater 
International Airport and Southwest Florida International 
Airport in Fort Myers - all within a 60- to 90-minute drive - are 
major U.S. and international air portals.  www.srq-airport.com

Express Bus Service
Sarasota County Area Transit (SCAT) offers express bus 
service connecting North Port to downtown Sarasota. For 
less than the cost of a gallon of gas, riders enjoy hassle-free 
commuting on suburban-type motor coaches that make the 
approximately 70-minute, one-way trip with limited stops. 
The convenient schedule serves major employment centers 
such as hospitals, government and commercial offices, and 
shopping areas. A second express service connects North 
Port, Venice and Sarasota.  www.scgov.net

Sarasota County voice, data and video service providers are 
satisfying industry’s need for speed with next-generation 
broadband technologies. Comcast of West Florida is a cable 
operator offering integrated two-way products and features 
from a single connection.

Comcast high-speed Internet service offers a basic speed 
tier of 12 Mbps downstream, and 2 Mbps upstream and a 
premium tier that delivers 50 Mbps downstream and 10 Mbps 
upstream. Using Comcast’s privately managed broadband 
network, Comcast offers Comcast Digital Voice Service, 
providing customers digital-quality phone service with 
unlimited direct-dial local and long distance calling, Web 
access to voicemail, and E911.

Verizon extends fiber-optic and digital optic capabilities
to all industrial and commercial zones in Sarasota County. 

It maintains SONET (Synchronous Optical Network) rings; 
central office-based PBX; T1 (1.544 Mbps) to D3 (45 Mbps) 
circuits; frame relay; Integrated Services Digital Network 
(ISDN); ATM and GigE networking; and video conferencing.
 
Verizon’s FiOS (Fiber-Optic Services) provides the bandwidth 
and speed for next-generation Internet access, voice and 
digital-high definition video applications. Separate pulses of 
light carried on the fiber network provide consumers with 
Internet speeds rated the fastest and most reliable by the 
Federal Communications Commission in 2011 testing, with 
up to 150 Mbps download speeds and upload speeds up to 
35 Mbps (currently); and to accommodate multiple high-
definition television sets and 3D television.

Verizon discounts bundles of Internet and unlimited voice 
services for businesses.
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Digital Infrastructure
Satisfies Need for Speed

Connecting Business to the World
by Air, Sea and Land

www.edcsarasotacounty.com



Workforce
Sarasota County’s educated and creative workforce is diverse 
enough to satisfy both new and expanding businesses. More 
than half of Sarasota County’s population is in the prime 
working age range of 18 to 64. Adding the labor pool from 
bordering Manatee and Charlotte counties expands the total 
to more than 370,000.

Sarasota County’s workforce is infused each year with 
young talent emerging from area high schools, colleges and 
universities, as well as the valuable resource of relocated, 
experienced corporate executives, managers and technicians. 
More than half the adults in the workforce 25 and older have 
continued their education at the college level.

Employment
Health care and tourism/recreation are major employment 
sectors. Growth in manufacturing, technology, life sciences 
and financial service jobs continue to strengthen the 
local economy. Most Sarasota County jobs are in small to 
midsized businesses.

For many years, Sarasota County enjoyed below average 
unemployment. With the recent economic downturn and 
job losses, the pool of unemployed has risen. Nevertheless, 
the number of new companies and business expansions 
in the area has increased, holding great promise for 
continued job growth. 

A Talent Pool
That's Ready to Work Power Up Your Workforce with Training Assistance

Employed Worker Training
The Employed Worker Training program, administered by 
CareerSource Suncoast, provides short-term training to 
upgrade skills for employed workers in Manatee and Sarasota 
counties. The program coordinator meets with the company 
to assess training needs. In most cases, training can be 
customized, and employees can receive training on-site or 
at a local training institute. Examples of training include 
Leadership, Team Building, Customer Service, Microsoft Office 
Software, Work Place English or Spanish, Work Place Math or 
Industrial Math, ISO, and Forklift. There is a maximum hourly 
wage limit for employees to qualify for this training grant.

On-the-Job Training
Incumbent Worker Training (IWT) grants provide funding for 
customized training to existing for-profit businesses. Through 
this grant, Florida is able to effectively retain businesses and 

help them stay competitive by supporting skills-upgrade 
training for existing full-time employees. IWT grants are 
structured to be flexible to meet the business’s training 
objectives. The business may use a public or private training 
provider, or may use an in-house training provider based on 
the nature of the training.

Quick Response Training
Quick Response Training (QRT) grants, administered by 
Workforce Florida, provide funding for customized training 
to new or expanding businesses. Through this customer-
driven program, Florida is able to effectively retain and 
attract businesses creating new high-quality jobs. The grants 
are structured to be flexible and respond quickly to meet the 
business’s training objectives.
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Florida ranks among the nation's top 10 performing talent 
pipeline states based on higher education efficiency and 
attainment, the rigor of high school coursework, and the 
performance of the state job assistance system.

U.S. Chamber of Commerce, 2012
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Create Your Customized Workforce - Workforce development 
is a top priority in Sarasota County. Local and state 
governments understand the importance of providing help 
with worker recruitment, relocation and training.

CareerSource Suncoast - CareerSource Suncoast is the 
regional division of the state’s workforce system working with 
both Sarasota and Manatee counties. The agency provides 
businesses access to a host of workforce-related services 
at no cost. Workforce training grants help businesses 
cover some costs of upgrading employee skills. In addition, 
CareerSource Suncoast offers recruiting and employee 
screening to employers looking to hire.
www.careersourcesuncoast.com

Recruitment Assistance - Companies may post job 
openings and review resumes online through a free job 
and resume database. Let a program specialist help you 
apply for training grants, promote job fairs, and work with 
local schools and colleges to find interns and entry-level 
employees. www.employflorida.com

Training Grants - Grants for standard and customized training 
for employees of new or expanding businesses are available 
to companies that meet certain criteria. Availability of funds 
and application requirements vary. Our knowledgeable team 
will connect you with the right resources to facilitate your 
training needs.

CareerEdge - CareerEdge is a funder’s collaborative serving 
Sarasota and Manatee counties offering creative solutions 
to benefit both employees and employers. CareerEdge takes 
an industry sector approach, establishing partnerships 
to fund, expand, and create system changes around 
workforce development in sectors such as healthcare and 
manufacturing. This independent collaborative is unrestricted 
by the regulations that often encumber traditional government 
organizations, enabling quick and creative response to 
workforce and training needs of companies. CareerEdge is 
part of the National Fund for Workforce Solutions and is the 
only collaborative in Florida.  www.careeredgefunders.org

Workforce Development Assistance

Access to a
world-class workforce

Courtesy CareerEdge
PGT  INDUSTRIES, VENICE



Ready to Expedite & Troubleshoot
Sarasota County business, economic development and 
government leaders have crafted several programs to help 
business owners with their relocations and expansions, 
help them train their employees, and resolve issues with 
government regulation. Sarasota County Government has 
created powerful economic development incentives to help 
retain and grow jobs in the community. The EDC can help 
you determine which resources may apply to your business, 
and will assist companies through the process for many of 
these programs.

Rapid Response Permitting - Rapid response permitting is 
available to companies expanding or relocating in Sarasota 
County by expediting site, development and construction 
permits to approval in 25 working days once all information 
has been submitted. Sarasota County also works with the 

Helping You Apply for Local Incentives

Economic Development Incentive Grant - Sarasota County 
Government offers an Economic Development Incentive Grant 
to help retain existing business, assist existing business that 
want to expand, and attract new businesses considering 
relocating to Sarasota County.

Ad Valorem Tax Exemption - The Economic Development 
Ad Valorem Tax Exemption allows Sarasota County and the 
cities of North Port, Sarasota and Venice to grant qualifying 
businesses a property tax exemption for up to 100 percent for 
up to 10 years, on both real and tangible personal property.

Road Impact Fee Mitigation - For qualified businesses, 
Sarasota County may mitigate up to 100 percent of the road 
impact fee, which is a short-term cost, typically paid before a 
building permit or certificate of occupancy is issued.

Which Florida Incentives Are Right for You?

Qualified Target Industry Tax Refund - The Qualified Target 
Industry Tax Refund incentive is available for companies 
that create high-wage jobs in targeted high value-added 
industries. This incentive includes refunds on corporate 
income, sales, ad valorem, intangible personal property, 
insurance premium and certain other taxes.

High Impact Performance Incentive Grant - The High Impact 
Performance Incentive is a negotiated grant used to attract 
and grow major facilities in high-impact sectors designated 
by the State’s Department of Economic Opportunity, 
including Clean Energy, Corporate Headquarters, Financial 
Services, Life Sciences, Semiconductors, and Transportation 
Equipment Manufacturing.

Qualified Defense Contractor Tax Refund - The Qualified 
Defense Contractor Tax Refund may provide up to $5,000 
per job created or saved in Florida through the conversion of 
defense jobs to civilian production, the acquisition of a new 
defense contract, or the consolidation of a defense contract 
that results in at least a 25 percent increase in Florida 
employment or a minimum of 80 jobs.

Capital Investment Tax Credit - The Capital Investment 
Tax Credit is an annual credit, provided for up to 20 years 
against the corporate income tax. Eligible projects are in the 
following sectors: biomedical technology, financial services, 
information technology, silicon technology and transportation 
equipment manufacturing.

Quick Action Closing Fund - The Quick Action Closing Fund is 
a discretionary grant incentive that allows Florida to compete 
for high-impact projects. Granted by Florida’s Governor in 
consultation with the Senate President and the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, Closing Fund awards are paid out 
based on specific project criteria outlined in a performance-
based contract between the company and the State of Florida. 
Sanctions apply to companies that fail to meet or maintain 
performance goals.

Your Business Needs to Grow.
We Can Help!

state expedited permitting process on projects of significant 
economic impact. Expedited rezones, special exceptions, 
and sector plan amendments may be approved for qualified 
applicants. 

City of Sarasota - The City of Sarasota fast-tracks the 
development review process for qualified projects. The process 
compresses the timeline for targeted firms and industries that 
want to expand or relocate in the City of Sarasota.

LINK - The EDC of Sarasota County’s LINK system is 
a business assistance hotline established to aid local 
businesses with any issue that may hinder or prevent their 
growth and prosperity. Businesses requiring assistance can 
call LINK at 941.309.1200, Ext. 123 and receive help within 
24 business hours.
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Connecting You to Financing

Enterprise Bonds - Sarasota County business, economic 
development and Enterprise bond financing enables 
manufacturers to access attractive interest rate financing. 
Financing for individual borrowers is grouped into a larger, 
pooled bond issue.

Industrial Revenue Bonds - Industrial Revenue Bonds 
provide low interest, market rate driven capital to 
manufacturers for business expansion, new building 
construction and business equipment needs.

Going Global? Let Us Help

Sarasota County’s location, easy access to the region’s 
international airports and deep-water ports, and participation 
in regional and state export development programs give 
Sarasota County companies a competitive advantage in the 
global marketplace.

Florida is the gateway to Caribbean and South American 
markets. Ports in neighboring Manatee County and Tampa 
provide ready access to the southern hemisphere, Europe, 
Africa and the Panama Canal. International airports in 
Sarasota, Fort Myers, Tampa, Miami and Orlando provide 
global freight and passenger connections.

The EDC helps businesses expand their markets with 
resources from state and federal agencies. Whether through 
education on the ins-and-outs of exporting or trade missions 
with partners and businesses from around the region, the 
EDC can help you achieve global reach.

A Foreign Trade Sub Zone can be established through the Port 
of Manatee for companies that would benefit from the FTZ.

Enterprise Florida, the state’s economic development 
organization, provides access to export financing programs, 
export promotion, trade missions and catalog shows. Its 
International Trade Export Services provides marketing 
consulting. The Florida Trade Database helps companies 
identify specific trade leads or product sources. Florida 
Export Finance Assistance provides technical, financial and 
consulting assistance. Team Florida, an Enterprise Florida 
group usually led by Florida’s governor, travels abroad to 
open new markets for Florida exports.

A U.S. Department of Commerce liaison serves Sarasota County 
exporters through the Active Export Assistance Center and the 
United States and Foreign Commercial Service Network.

While state and federal agencies offer impressive resources, 
local initiatives often create more personal trade connections. 
Sarasota County’s strong “sister cities” program continues to 
expand cultural, educational and economic exchanges with 
communities in Europe, South America and Asia.

Visit www.edcsarasotacounty.com for the 
latest updates on resources and incentives 
that may apply to your growing business.

Hungry for More?

1716

Small Business Administration 504  Loan Program - The SBA 
504 Loan Program is a powerful economic development loan 
program that offers small businesses another avenue for 
business financing, while promoting business growth and job 
creation. This loan is predominantly used for long-term capital 
investment at below market interest rates.   

Small Business Administration 7A Loan Program - The 7A 
Loan Program includes financial help for businesses with 
special requirements. For example, funds are available for 
loans to businesses that handle exports to foreign countries, 
businesses that operate in rural areas, and for other specific 
purposes including working capital.

www.edcsarasotacounty.com HALL ARCHITECTS, P.A., SARASOTA Courtesy Port Manatee



Support for entrepreneurship is a consistent theme across the 
economic development strategy for Sarasota County.

Since its founding in the 1800s, the Sarasota area has been a 
destination for entrepreneurs. From the Scots who founded 
America’s first golf course and a destination hotel for tourism 
in Sarasota, to the Potter-Palmers and Ringlings, local history 
and the community landscape bear the lasting imprints of 
entrepreneurial fervor.

Sarasota County consistently ranks among U.S. communities 
generating new enterprises. Today, there are countless 
entrepreneurial success stories in our region. With most of 
these successes having occurred organically, we are applying 
an intentional focus to the needs of entrepreneurs.

Support for Startups
Sarasota and Manatee counties comprise the first Florida region 
selected by nationally recognized Kauffman Foundation for its 
Urban Entrepreneur Partners (UEP). UEP on the Suncoast 
provides sophisticated, customized coaching to entrepreneurs 
using the extensive entrepreneurial resources available through 
the national foundation. 

The Virtual Entrepreneur Center is a free web portal designed 
to connect entrepreneurs with business support organizations, 
programs and service providers who can support their new or 
growing business.  www.flvec.com/sarasota

Sarasota County offers an expanding network of entrepreneurial 
support services. The Manasota Chapter of SCORE covers 
Manatee and Sarasota counties and has over 60 volunteers 
locally providing education and mentoring on a wide range of 
business topics. The Small Business Development Center at 
State College of Florida offers no-cost business consulting to 
accelerate growth of small- and medium-sized businesses.

On to the Second Stage
Once a business has transitioned from startup to second-
stage, new challenges arise that require different support for 
the entrepreneur. 

Sarasota County has piloted and is refining GrowFL, a program 
to help second-stage companies get to the next level. A 
second-stage company is one that has grown beyond the 
startup phase but does not yet have access to information and 
decision-making tools available to larger companies.

Through GrowFL, businesses that qualify can receive highly 
sophisticated technical assistance from experts in various 
fields. They also participate in discussions with peers and 
interact with CEOs from more “mature” businesses that have 
moved past second stage.

Angel and Venture Capital - Traditional financial institutions, 
as well as local and regional angel investor networks, support 
local entrepreneurs. An EDC capital formation strategy focuses 
on tapping the existing wealth in the community to increase 
start-up funding for new businesses and the availability of 
expansion funds for value-added industries. Fusion Point and 
Tamiami Angel Investors provide access to private capital for 
select businesses.

Enterpreneurship Shapes Sarasota County's
Past, Present and Future

Where “Quality of Life” Is No Accident

The economic, civic and cultural sophistication of Sarasota 
County is not happenstance. Continuous, grassroots processes 
develop and engage strategies for continued economic growth 
and global competitiveness. These public/private partnerships 
all commit to attain sustainability in Sarasota County’s economy 
and environment. This community meets opportunity and 
challenge head-on, in open discussion and debate; where 
business leaders share a strong voice in the civic dialogue at 
the local, regional and state levels.

The Economic Development Corporation of Sarasota 
County (EDC) leads community engagement and day-to-day 
implementation on strategies to expand and diversify the local 
economy. Long-term strategies seek to capitalize on unique 
assets in Sarasota County, including our aging population, 
design thinking and sustainability systems. Our strategic plan 
offers more in-depth information.
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Sarasota County's public and private sector leaders are adept 
at recognizing and nurturing the potential of niche industries.  
One example is film, television and media production - a high-
growth sector tailor-made for Sarasota County's creative 
bent and beautiful locations.

Snowy white sugar-sand beaches and primordial subtropical 
jungle. Gritty urban hardscapes, working ranches and 
backcountry fish camps. Palatial residential enclaves, 
Venetian Gothic period mansions and world-class resorts.  
Museums, galleries, theaters, studios, stages.

Sarasota County’s 570 square miles is the "fresh face" of 
filming in Florida, offering diverse productions an extraordinary 
combination of financial benefits, engaging locations and 
professional assets to create their artistic vision. 

The community is uniquely equipped with a one-of-a-kind 
performance-based, cash rebate incentive program and is 
designated a “camera ready” community by the State of Florida.

Sarasota County also is rich with the talent and logistical 
assets required of film, television, entertainment and 
multimedia production companies. The Sarasota County Film 
& Entertainment Office (SCFEO), a division of the Economic 
Development Corporation and the official film commission 
for Sarasota County, not only incubates and serves its 
homegrown industry, but aggressively pursues productions 
from Hollywood, New York and other creative capitals around 
the world. In fact, since its inception in spring of 2007 through 
September, 2011, the SCFEO has worked with more than 1,000 
projects generating direct local spending of over $8 million, 
with an economic impact of nearly $20 million.

Red-Carpet Treatment for Niche Industries

www.edcsarasotacounty.com



Work Hard,
Play Hard, Live Well!
Making the business case for locating your enterprise in 
Sarasota County is easy.  Making the lifestyle case may be 
even easier.

The climate and natural environment, wide variety of 
neighborhoods, incredible cultural amenities, and excellent 
educational and health care systems make this Florida Gulf 
Coast community incredibly livable.

That's why so many visitors become permanent residents, 
and why so many chief executives choose Sarasota County 
to grow their businesses and achieve that enviable balance 
called quality of life.
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You can breathe freely here: The North Port-Bradenton-Sarasota 
metro is third among the top 10 U.S. areas with the cleanest air
Environmental Health & Engineering Inc., 2012

www.edcsarasotacounty.com Courtesy Forrest MacDonald / Ringling.edu



Higher Education
Argosy University – A private institution that provides 
professional educational programs at doctoral, master’s, 
bachelor’s and associate’s degree levels, as well as continuing 
education for professionals. It emphasizes programs in the 
behavioral sciences, business, education and the health care 
professions. www.argosyu.edu

Eckerd College – Offering bachelor’s degrees for adults in an 
accelerated format in a Sarasota-Manatee center. More than 
15 majors are available, including several related to business 
management, leadership and organization. Credit may be 
awarded for prior learning. www.eckerd.edu/pel  

Everglades University - Everglades University is a private, 
regionally accredited, not-for-profit university offering Bachelor 
of Science Degrees in alternative medicine, alternative and 
renewable energy management, construction management, 
crisis and disaster management, business administration, 
applied management, aviation technology, and aviation 
management; and master’s degrees in business administration, 
aviation science, and entrepreneurship at its Sarasota County 
campus in Lakewood Ranch. Everglades University is approved 
for veterans training.  www.everglades-edu

Florida State University - Regional Medical School Campus – 
The Sarasota regional campus of Florida State University College 
of Medicine provides medical students third and fourth-year 
clinical training with local physicians, ambulatory care facilities 
and hospitals. med.fsu.edu/education/Regional/Sarasota

Florida State University Asolo Conservatory for Actor Training - 
A three-year training program for graduate students preparing 
for professional acting careers.  www.asolo.org

Keiser University – Keiser University, regionally accredited 
since 1991, provides master’s, bachelor’s and associate’s 
degrees in high-demand, career-focused fields. A leader in 
workforce education, Keiser University offers courses in allied 
health, business, computer technology, criminal justice, 
culinary arts, education, hospitality and legal disciplines.
www.keisercuniversity.edu/sarasota.htm

Lake Erie College of Osteopathic Medicine - The Lake Erie 
College of Osteopathic Medicine (LECOM) Bradenton campus is 
part of the largest medical school in the country. LECOM Bradenton 
at Lakewood Ranch offers doctoral degrees in osteopathic 
medicine, pharmacy and dental medicine.  www.lecom.edu

New College of Florida  

The honors college of Florida, where students earn bachelor’s 
degrees in the humanities, social sciences, and natural 
sciences, plus individually arranged multidisciplinary, 
interdisciplinary and special topic majors. New College 
consistently ranks among the nation's best value public liberal 
arts college.  www.ncf.edu

Ringling College of Art and Design 

Offering bachelor’s degrees in 14 disciplines including 
advertising design, business of art & design, computer 
animation, digital filmmaking, fine arts, game art & design, 
graphic & interactive communication, illustration, interior 
design, motion design, and photography & digital imaging. 
The college consistently ranks among the country’s top 
visual art and design schools. Aside from degree programs, 
Ringling offers a number of exceptional opportunities for the 
community.  www.ringling.edu

State College of Florida, Manatee-Sarasota 

SCF is a dynamic college dedicated to meeting the 
educational and workforce training needs of citizens and 
businesses in the region. SCF’s expanded mission includes 
workforce baccalaureate degrees with a continuing core 
focus on highly respected associate degrees that prepare 
graduates for university transfer and professional careers. In 
addition, SCF’s vibrant Corporate & Community Development 
division works hand in hand with business partners to close 
the skills gap by providing customized contract and worker 
training. Campuses are located in Bradenton, Lakewood 
Ranch, Venice and online at www.scf.edu.

University of South Florida Sarasota-Manatee 

USF Sarasota-Manatee is a comprehensive university for those 
interested in pursuing a baccalaureate or master’s degree, 
professional certification, or continuing education credit.  
USFSM offers the prestige of a nationally ranked research 
university with the convenience of a hometown university, 
including classes in south Sarasota County.  www.sar.usf.edu

Did You Know?

New College of Florida consistently ranks 15th 
among U.S.  colleges producing the highest per 
capita number of Fulbright scholars.

Ringling College of Art and Design offers the 
top computer  animation program in North 
America, according to 3D World magazine.
 

State College of Florida is among the top 100 
associate degree producers in the nation.

MBA students at USF Sarasota-Manatee score 
in the 91st percentile nationally on the
MBA Major Field Test.

Focused on Educating
the Workforce of the Future

2322 www.edcsarasotacounty.com

Webster University – Offering master’s degree programs in 
counseling, human resources, management and leadership, 
and business administration for students who hold a 
bachelor’s degree from a regionally accredited college or 
university.  www.webster.edu/sarasota

Career and Vocational Education
Sarasota County Technical Institute – Offering technical 
training and continuing education to people who need to 
upgrade or learn new skills for today’s workplace. SCTI strives 
to meet the demands of the local workforce through active 
participation with business, industry and health employers.  
www.sarasotatech.org

www.edcsarasotacounty.com

STATE COLLEGE OF FLORIDA MANATEE-SARASOTA
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Did You Know?

Sarasota County's public schools:

Were designated an "A" district by the
Florida Department of Education with 98%
of schools earning "A" or "B" grades in 2012.

Ranked 4th in student achievement of
67 Florida school districts in 2012.

Exceed state and national average scores
on the Scholastic Assessment Test (SAT).

Have been recognized for outstanding arts 
education by the John F. Kennedy Center for
the Performing Arts and the National School 
Boards Association.

The Sarasota County School District is designated as an “A” 
district by the Florida Department of Education. It is ranked 
third highest in scores on Florida’s standardized tests among 
the state’s 67 school districts. Sixty-five percent of the 
county’s public school teachers hold a master’s degree or 
higher, compared to a 41 percent state average.

The 55 public schools in Sarasota County serve all educational 
needs and support lifelong learning from pre-kindergarten to 
adult enrichment. Schools include traditional K-12 schools, 
charter schools, two schools for students with special needs, 
a school for intellectually gifted students, an academy for 
struggling students in grades 8-10, a technical high school 
and an institute that offers career training for high school 
students and adults.

Pine View School, which serves intellectually gifted students 
from throughout the county in grades 2-12, consistently ranks 
among the nation’s best high schools on lists compiled by 
U.S. News & World Report, Newsweek and other publications.  
Specialized programs include International Baccalaureate 
(Riverview High, Brookside Middle and Phillippi Shores 
Elementary), Advanced International Certificate of Education 
(Sarasota High), Visual and Performing Arts programs 
(Booker Middle and Booker High) and the Young Marines 
(Venice Middle School), the nation’s first all-day middle school 
program sanctioned by the U.S. Marine Corps.  High schools 
feature learning communities that focus on specific career 
areas such as Business Management, Marketing & Hospitality 
(North Port High), and the Venice Medical Academy (Venice 
High School), to name a few. 

K-12 Education

Bishop Nevins Academy – The academy is home to St. Martha 
Catholic School and the Dreams Are Free Institute, an outreach 
program for children with special learning needs in grades 1-8.

Cardinal Mooney High School – A four-year co-educational 
institution reflecting the high academic standards and 
performance levels of Catholic schools nationwide.

Goldie Feldman Academy – This academy at Temple Beth 
Sholom is a Jewish private school. It provides a full-time secular 
education program incorporating Jewish education from 
kindergarten through eighth grade.

New Gate School – This independent not-for-profit institution 
for pre-school through ninth grade students was selected by 
the Montessori Foundation to be a national laboratory school.

The Out-of-Door Academy – ODA has two campuses – 
one on Siesta Key serving pre-school through sixth grade 
students and another in Lakewood Ranch serving middle 
and high school students.

Prew Academy – This academy offers an individual course of 
study and competitive sports for grades 6-12, with an 8-to-1 
student-teacher ratio.

Sarasota Christian School – This interdenominational 
school for grades K -12 offers a complete academic and 
athletic program.

Private Schools
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Fun in Sarasota County often starts outdoors on land or on the 
water. Golf in America began here in 1886. (We can prove it!) 
More than 60 courses dot the area. You might see a Wimbledon 
champion at a local tennis club. The ponies run at the Sarasota 
Polo Club on Sunday and the powerboats race in the summer. 
Eco-tourism activities abound in county and state parks, which 
offer room to roam for biking, kayaking and hiking.

With an average of 255 sunny days each year, Sarasota County 
is a prime location for serious athletes and weekend warriors 
who need good weather for their pursuits. Thousands of 
residents and visitors compete in road runs, triathlons and 
marathons. Organized youth leagues throughout the county 
teach the fundamentals of virtually any sport you can name.

Sarasota County also is becoming one of the premier 
rowing destinations in North America. The beautiful Nathan 
Benderson Park attracts thousands of rowing enthusiasts from 
around the world including hosting the 2017 World Rowing 
Championships.  The Park will also be home to numerous other 
national and international paddle sport competitions, from 
dragon boats to canoe and kayak races, as well as triathlon 
and cross country events. In addition, Sarasota County hosted 
the 2014 Modern Pentathlon World Cup Finals at the Selby 
Aquatic Center and the Sarasota Polo Club. The waters of the 
Gulf, wild and scenic Myakka River and other Sarasota County 

waterways are paradise for those who travel by sailboat, kayak, 
canoe or powerboat.

The Legacy Trail - at more than 10 miles in length - is the 
regional backbone of a recreational and nature based trail 
system connecting communities across Sarasota County and 
stretching into neighboring Charlotte County. The Legacy Trail 
offers several areas to stop, rest and learn about local history, 
or just enjoy the natural beauty surrounding the trail.

Attractions like Marie Selby Botanical Gardens, Mote Marine 
Laboratory and Aquarium, Sarasota Jungle Gardens, and 
Venice Beach - known as the Shark Tooth Capital of the World 
- draw families like magnets. So does Circus Sarasota, a 
one-ring, international troupe that reflects Sarasota County’s 
prominent historical connection with the American circus. 
Historic Spanish Point shows how early settlers prospered in 
the Sarasota County wilderness in the mid-19th century. And 
another historic gem - Warm Mineral Springs - beckons with 
healing mineral waters and a soothing spa.

Whatever activities are scheduled, the day or weekend can 
always be capped off by witnessing breathtaking sunsets from 
pristine beaches along Sarasota County’s 35 miles of Gulf of 
Mexico coastline. Sarasota County beaches are consistently 
ranked among the best in the world.  Siesta Key Beach has 
been ranked as the No. 1 beach in the United States.

Distinctive Neighborhoods Abound
Generations of homebuilders have blended art with science 
to create special places to live in Sarasota County, all within 
a short commute compared with the national average. This is 
a community where you can create the lifestyle that suits you, 
your family and your employees.

Choices range from gracious multi-acre country estates to restored 
Old Florida homes in revitalized downtown neighborhoods, from 
high-rise condominiums with water views to country club homes 
in master-planned, gated communities. Entire enclaves are 
dedicated to tennis, golf, flying, horses or boating.

Downtown Sarasota - If “urban” living is your thing, downtown 
Sarasota provides a range of housing options, including 
charming bungalows, live/work spaces and sophisticated 
condominiums. Stroll to shops, countless dining choices, and 
lively watering holes. Explore the bayfront, studded with unique 
sculpture and offering expansive sunset views.

The Keys - Longboat, Lido, Siesta, Casey and Manasota - each 
barrier island community has its own special character and 
different housing options. Longboat Key, which straddles the 
Sarasota-Manatee county line, offers country club living, Old 
Florida neighborhoods and upscale condominium residences, 
many with views of the bay or gulf. The centerpiece of Lido Key 
is St. Armands Circle, home to some of the best shopping on 
the Gulf Coast. Housing choices include gracious single-family 
homes and waterfront condominiums. Siesta Key, home to 
America’s No. 1 Beach, continues the theme of multiple housing 
options and adds a lively village atmosphere to its many charms. 
Casey and Manasota keys offer an unusual combination of 
sophisticated gulf front estates and old-Florida appeal. 

Osprey, Nokomis and Englewood - These quiet communities 
with strong historic flavor are also characterized by upscale gated 
communities, family homes and easy access to natural treasures 
like Oscar Scherer State Park. Englewood’s quaint downtown 
is the focus of community redevelopment aimed at preserving 
historic assets and encouraging a variety of small businesses.

Venice - Venice was designed by noted town and city planner 
John Nolen (1869-1937) in the 1920s. According to the Library 
of American Landscape History, the features of Nolen’s plan 
fit many modern ideals, placing Venice well ahead of its 
time in urban planning. Nolen envisioned a compact urban 
center surrounded by open space, streets with pleasing 
views and efficient circulation, human-scaled streetscapes, 
abundant public parks, diverse types of housing for people of 
different income levels, and a mix of shops and housing within 
residential neighborhoods. Welcome to Venice!

North Port - Now the county’s largest municipality in 
population and area, North Port offers a vast array of housing 
options and neighborhood choices. Tucked beneath a thick 
oak and pine canopy, North Port is rich with archeological 
history, beautiful natural springs, and more than 80 miles of 
freshwater canals. The city's population has a median age of 
38 and is one of the youngest in the Southwest Florida region. 
The community offers a variety of housing choices, including 
single-family homes nestled in oak and palm hammocks, 
multi-family mixed-use communities within walking distance 
of shopping, and gated golf course neighborhoods.

Make Yourself at Home

Southwest Florida's Active Lifestyle Headquarters
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The recently renovated Ed Smith Stadium, with its mix 
of modern amenities and historical Florida architecture, 
is home to the Orioles’ Major League Spring Training 
and other year-round activities.  It has truly become 
“Birdland South”.



Families and employees are well served by the network 
of hospitals and health care providers in Sarasota County. 
Several medical centers have garnered national reputations 
for their specialty care, and the range of high-quality services 
allows residents to age in place. Because of the expertise 
of their clinicians, advanced medical technology and 
organizational strength, area medical centers conduct clinical 
research, medical trials and medical student education.

Sarasota Memorial Health Care System
Sarasota Memorial Health Care System is a regional referral 
center offering Southwest Florida’s greatest breadth and 
depth of inpatient, outpatient and rehabilitative health care 
services, with more than 800,000 patient visits a year. One 
of the 10 largest public hospitals in America, Sarasota 
Memorial’s 806-bed acute care hospital has been recognized 
repeatedly as one of the nation’s largest, safest and best.
Sarasota Memorial offers superior patient outcomes and a 

complete continuum of inpatient and outpatient services 
– from the area’s only Neonatal Intensive Care Unit 
and Comprehensive Stroke Center to a network of urgent 
care walk-in clinics and physician groups, freestanding 
emergency room in North Port, laboratory and diagnostic 
imaging centers, and services for home health, skilled 
nursing and rehabilitation. Sarasota Memorial is the only 
hospital in the Suncoast region (Sarasota, Manatee, Charlotte 
and DeSoto counties) ever to make HealthGrades’ America’s 
50 Best Hospitals. In 2012, the health system also was 
honored with Thomson Reuters’ 100 Top Hospitals® Award 
and Everest Award for superior clinical outcomes and overall 
operational performance. Strategic partnerships with a 
number of academic medical institutions, including New 
York’s Columbia University Medical Center, All Children’s 
Hospital-Hopkins, Florida State University Medical School 
and USF Health, bring teaching, research and new 
treatments to our community. www.smh.com

All Children’s Specialty Care of Sarasota
All Children’s Specialty Care of Sarasota is a 28,000-square-
foot outpatient center that provides quality pediatric medical 
and therapeutic services. Pediatric subspecialty care in a 
variety of medical disciplines is available to children who are 
referred by their community physicians.
www.allkids.org/sarasota

HealthSouth Rehabilitation Hospital of Sarasota
HealthSouth Rehabilitation Hospital of Sarasota is a 96-bed, 
state-of-the-art comprehensive acute care rehabilitation 
hospital that provides a higher level of rehabilitative care 
to patients recovering from stroke and other neurological 
conditions, brain and spinal cord injuries, amputations, and 
orthopedic, cardiac and pulmonary conditions.
www.healthsouthsarasota.com

Doctors Hospital of Sarasota
Doctors Hospital of Sarasota is a 168-bed acute and general 
care, primarily private room facility serving Sarasota and 
Manatee counties. It offers a wide range of medical and 
specialty services, as well as emergency care, outpatient 
services, and diagnostic and rehabilitation services. The staff 
and more than 550 physicians are dedicated to providing 
quality patient care in a compassionate environment.
www.doctorsofsarasota.com

Englewood Community Hospital
Englewood Community Hospital is a 100-bed, general acute-
care hospital offering a full range of inpatient and outpatient 
services in the Englewood area for 20 years. It is the only 
hospital in Sarasota and Charlotte counties accredited as a 
Chest Pain Center by the Society of Chest Pain Centers and 
Providers. Englewood Community Hospital has also achieved 
a five-star rating for heart attack, heart failure and stroke, 
placing the facility in the top 15 percent of all health care 
providers nationwide for clinical quality.
www.englewoodcommhospital.com

Venice Regional Bayfront Health
Venice Regional Bayfront Health is a 312-bed hospital offering a 
wide range of inpatient and outpatient services. Venice Regional is 
the home of two state-of-the-art da Vinci® Si™ Surgical Systems 
for gynecology, urology, thoracic, cardiac & general surgery, as 
well as the MAKOplasty® RIO® Robotic System for hip and partial 
knee replacement. Venice Regional was named a Top 50 Cardio 
Hospital by Thomson Reuters from 2006-2011, was recognized as 
a Top 100 Hospital by Thomson Reuters in 2009, and is a certified 
Primary Stroke Center & Chest Pain Center. Other services 
include a comprehensive cardiology program, emergency care, 
outpatient testing, outpatient surgery, radiology, a sleep lab, a 
wound care center, outpatient rehab, critical care, laboratory 
services and home health services.  www.veniceregional.com
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Unsurpassed Care
for a Healthy Community
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Sarasota Memorial Hospital ranks among the top 
5% in the nation for excellence in women's health 
and maternity care.

HealthGrades

DOCTORS HOSPITAL OF SARASOTA

SARASOTA MEMORIAL HOSPITAL, SARASOTA



Shopping That's Always in Style 
Sarasota County has solidified its position as the preeminent 
shopping destination of Florida’s Gulf Coast. With an 
international reputation, tony St. Armands Circle attracts foreign 
visitors, as well as locals. Downtown Sarasota’s retailers and 
gallery owners pull out all the stops each first Friday during the 
winter season, keeping their doors open into the evening and 
providing refreshments and live music. The Island of Venice, 
with its quaint “Main Street” vibe, offers local boutiques and 
a traditional soda fountain creating an ideal destination for a 
leisurely stroll.  

The Mall at University Town Center in Sarasota, scheduled for 
an October 2014 opening, will be one of the premier shopping 
destinations on the west coast of Florida and the preferred 
regional shopping destination for locals and visitors. 

Great Dining Is in Our DNA
In addition to the arts and beaches, Sarasota County has 
long been envied for its outstanding restaurants. From sand-
in-your-toes, beachfront barbeques and romantic outdoor 
bistros to elegant Zagat-rated gourmet haunts, the community 
simmers with great dining. The cuisines include “Floribbean,” 
Asian, Amish, Middle Eastern, Cuban, Mexican, French, Italian, 
German and South American. Or take a bite from Old Florida 
with conch fritters, grouper sandwiches and Key Lime pie.

Few communities can match the cultural assets of Sarasota 
County.  Its rich tapestry of the arts reflects the legacy of 
generations of artists, writers and art lovers who lived and 
worked here. Southern Living magazine called Sarasota County 
“the nation’s per capita arts capital” after exploring its treasures.  

The city of Sarasota is home to Florida’s oldest continuing 
orchestra (Sarasota Orchestra), the oldest theater company 
(Asolo Repertory Theatre), as well as the Gulf Coast of Florida’s 
first professional ballet company (Sarasota Ballet) and opera 
company (Sarasota Opera). Plus, Sarasota boasts dozens of 
theater companies, including the revered Florida Studio Theatre. 
The highly acclaimed Ringling International Arts Festival kicks 
off a season that includes festivals for visual arts, film, chamber 
music and much more.

John Ringling of Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus, and 
his wife Mable, built a permanent home in Sarasota in 1926 – Ca’ 
d’Zan, a Venetian-inspired villa. The namesakes of the John and 
Mable Ringling Museum of Art, the couple first transformed the 
sleepy town into a mecca for the arts, providing the foundation of 
Sarasota’s creative spirit. After his death in 1936, Ringling willed 
his mansion and staggering collection of baroque paintings 
and other artwork to the state of Florida. Today, residents and 
visitors alike are the beneficiaries of his generosity, whether 
admiring the interiors of Ca’ d’Zan, the scores of Rubens and 
Van Dycks in the art museum, or the memorabilia at the Tibbals 
Learning Center and Circus Museum.

Cultivating the development of world-class talent, the 
Hermitage Artist Retreat in Englewood invites artistic creators 
of all disciplines to work at the Gulf side retreat with a "bank" 
of six weeks of time and two years to "spend" that time in any 
increment they choose. The artists live and work in — and are 
inspired by — five "Old Florida" buildings that have been lovingly 
restored into living and studio space. Free community programs 
attract area residents and visitors, as well. 

Educational outreach lies at the heart of the city’s arts 
community. Sarasota Orchestra and Sarasota Opera include a 
Youth Orchestra and a Youth Opera respectively, while the Asolo, 
Florida Studio, Venice, and Players theaters offer outstanding 
educational programs to budding playwrights and actors. The 
Sarasota Ballet offers Dance – The Next Generation, an arts-
oriented at-risk youth retention program now in its 16th year. 
The Van Wezel Performing Arts Hall, Itzhak Perlman Music 
Program and Jose Carrena Ballet all offer fabulous youth 
educational opportunities. In keeping with the community’s rich 
circus heritage, the famed Sailor Circus is a youth program that 
has been amazing audiences for over 60 years.

So pervasive is the arts community’s commitment to education 
that the John F. Kennedy Center for Performing Arts recently 
chose Sarasota as its partner for Any Given Child, a program 
that establishes long-range arts curriculum for public schools. 
No doubt, Sarasota County will remain the capital of Florida’s 
Cultural Coast for years to come.

Arts & Culture - We're Famous For It!
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Find out more about living and playing in 
Sarasota County at www.VisitSarasota.org

THE MALL AT UNIVERSITY TOWN CENTER, SARASOTA

Courtesy VisitSarasota.org

Courtesy FreshOriginals.com
FORKS & CORKS GRAND TASTING, RINGLING MUSEUM OF ART, SARASOTA



You Have Questions, We Have Answers 
The Economic Development Corporation of Sarasota County is a successful public/private 
partnership focused on growing and diversifying the economy of Sarasota County, while 
enhancing the county’s unique natural and cultural environments. The EDC is the catalyst 
for creating a vibrant economy that is sustainable and globally competitive.

A rich resource for entrepreneurs considering sites for new enterprise, as well as for 
existing business owners exploring relocation or expansion, the EDC is ready to serve.

For more information about starting, expanding or relocating your business in Sarasota 
County, Florida, contact the Economic Development Corporation of Sarasota County.

1680 Fruitville Road
Suite 402
Sarasota, FL 34236
941.309.1200 www.edcsarasotacounty.com


